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KLM CELEBRATES 100TH ANNIVERSARY WITH POP-UP CONCERT AT 

JFK AIRPORT’S TERMINAL 4   
 

JFKIAT and KLM Royal Dutch Airlines celebrated the airline’s 100th anniversary of continuous 
operation 

 
 

Queens, New York – October 8 – JFKIAT, the operator of Terminal 4 at John F. Kennedy International Airport, 
partnered with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines to celebrate the airline’s 100th anniversary with a day of festivities in 
Terminal 4. 

On Monday, KLM held a festive day of music at T4, including live performances by Netherlands-based Royal 
Concertgebouw Orchestra to mark this monumental milestone and thank customers for their help in achieving 
100 years of continued service under the original name. Travelers checking in had the opportunity to take photos 
with KLM banners and tulip decorations. Within the terminal, the Orchestra performed a five-piece selection 
during a 30-minute set in the Retail Lounge before serenading passengers who were boarding KLM flights. The 
waiting areas for KL642 and KL636 flights were decorated with KLM100 branded garlands, flags, tablecloths, 
delft blue vases with tulips on the counters and KLM banners. Passengers were also treated to cake and drinks.  

(Members of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra performed 5 pieces for passengers in JFK Terminal 4)  

 



 

 

 “JFKIAT is thrilled to celebrate KLM’s important milestone of reaching 100 years of service by bringing live music 
into the terminal to delight our customers,” said Roel Huinink, JFKIAT President and CEO. “We look forward 
to more events like this and strengthening our relationship with KLM Royal Dutch Airlines to keep our customers 
happy and safe.” 

“As the first airline to accomplish 100 years of continuous operation, KLM Royal Dutch Airlines is proud to host 
this celebration with our long-time partner, JFKIAT, to thank our passengers for their constant support,” said 
Stéphane Ormand, Air France-KLM Vice President and General Manager USA. “We are grateful for the 
valued relationship we have with our passengers and would like to thank JFKIAT for hosting this special 
celebration.” 

(Members of the Royal Concertgebouw Orchestra perform for passengers as they board a KLM flight from JFK 
Terminal 4 to Amsterdam)  

 



 

 

 

(KLM employees dressed in traditional Dutch outfits to celebrate the airline’s anniversary)  

The celebration in the terminal was one of the many KLM events taking place worldwide to observe this 
milestone, along with the unveiling of a special 100th anniversary edition porcelain house. 

The first KLM transatlantic flight took place in 1946 from Amsterdam to John F. Kennedy Airport, marking an 
over 70-year relationship between KLM and JFK Airport. JFKIAT is a U.S. affiliate of Royal Schiphol Group, 
operator of Amsterdam Airport Schiphol, which serves as the location of KLM’s hub in the Netherlands.  

ABOUT KLM 
KLM was established on 7 October 1919, making it the world’s oldest airline still operating under its original 
name. Operating out of its home base in Amsterdam, the KLM Group served its global network with a fleet of 
214 aircraft in 2018, employing 33,000 people. In 2017, the KLM Group generated 10 billion euros in revenue. 
  

About JFKIAT 

JFK International Air Terminal, LLC. (JFKIAT) is the operator of Terminal 4 at John F. Kennedy International 
Airport, one of the most active air terminals in the New York area, serving 34 international and domestic airlines 
with an annual passenger volume of more than 21 million travelers in 2018. Terminal 4 is the first existing airport 
terminal in the U.S. to receive LEED Gold certification by the United States Green Building Council (USGBC) for 
operations and maintenance. The Terminal’s expansive Retail Lounge offers an unparalleled experience for 
travelers with a wide range of food and beverage and retail options, from chic to upscale and from convenience 
stores, to electronics, accessories and gifts. Terminal 4 was the first air terminal in North America operated by a 
private management company. JFKIAT’s managing member is Schiphol USA Inc., a U.S. affiliate of Royal 
Schiphol Group. 

 



 

 

Visit us at http://www.jfkt4.nyc, like us on Facebook and follow us on Instagram and Twitter. 
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